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HELLO_I AM GILBERTA PEXTON. THE DATE IS MAY 18, 1988. I AM INTERVIEWING 

KATHERINE NUTTALL. KATHERINE NOW LIVES IN DOUGLAS, WYOMING BUT SPENT MOST OF HER 
HOMEMAKER CLUB ACTIVITIES IN THE KEELINE COMMUNITY AND THE LUSK AREA, 

KATHERINE NUTTALL WAS BORN TO CHARLES T, SNYDER AND ELSIE MAY SNYDER ON MAY 31, 1907, 
in ARNOLD, NEBRASKA. 

I ASKED KATHERINE TO RECALL HER FIRST HOMEMAKER MEETINGS. THIS BEGAN IN JULY OF 1938. 

SHE RODE HORSEBACK ABOUT NINE MILES THAT DAY WITH HER BETTER DRESS TIED BEHIND HER 

SADDLE. ON HER WAY HOME A TERRIBLE RAINSTORM FORCED HER TO TAKE SHELTER IN A CULVERT. 
SOON THE RUNNING WATER GOT SO HIGH SHE HAD TO ABANDON HER SHELTER, UNDAUNTED BY THIS 
EXPERIENCE, SHE BECAME PRESIDENT OF HER CLUB IN 1940. BECAUSE OF THE DISBANDING OF 
EXTENSION DURING WORLD WAR II, THIS CLUB WAS INACTIVE FOR A SPELL. SHE BECAME A CHARTER 

MEMBER OF THE 5280 HOMEMAKERS CLUB WHICH WAS RE-ORGANIZED IN 1943- SHE ALSO WAS THEIR 

HISTORIAN FOR 49 YEARS. BESIDES BEING PRESIDENT SHE SERVED AS VICE-PRESIDENT, COURTESY 
CHAIRMAN, CH, OF HOME DEMONSTRATION WEEK, COUNTY JUBILEE AND TOOK IT UPON HERSELF TO 
COLLECT A HISTORY OF ALL THE RANCHES IN THE COMMUNITY. MUCH OF HER FIRST TEN YEARS 
WAS SPENT RIDING A HORSE TO THE FUNCTIONS. .AFTER THAT THEY GOT A CAR. HER HUSBAND BILL 
WAS ALWAYS ON HAND TO HELP HER TO GET TO ACTIVITIES, 

I ASKED KATHERINE WHAT CAUSED HER TO CONTINUE THE CLUB ACTIVITIES. SHE LIKED THE 
HOSPITILITY OF HER NEIGHBORS AND THE MANY FRIENDSHIPS. SHE LIKED BEING INVOLVED IN HER 
COMMUNITY BUT NEVER CARED MUCH FOR COUNTY WORK. SHE NAMED SOME SPECIFIC FRIENDS SHE 

FONDLY RECALLED_BERNICE REED, VESTA THOMAS, HULDA MAHNKE, ESTHER BARTOS, IRENE 

DUPES, GERTIE PfiAGE. . .OH I AM AFRAID I AM NOT REMEMBERING EVERYONE. I GUESS ALL MY 
FRIENDS. 

INCIDENTS SHE RECALLED THAT MADE LASTING IMPRESSIONS WAS ATTENDING CAMP CAREY ON 
BOXELDER CREEK...SHE TAUGHT TOOLING LEATHER ON COIN PURSES. ATTEMDING CAMP AT MALLO 
CANYON WAS A GREAT EXPERIENCE. KATHERINE TOLD ABOUT ATTENDING A NATIONAL CONVENTION IN 
BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI IN 1950 . SHE PARTICIPATED IN THE NATIONAL CONVENTION IN LARAMIE, WY. 
SHE SAID, " I ENJOYED ALL HOMEMAKER MEETINGS AND FINCTIONS. 

KATHERINE GAVE DEMONSTRATIONS TO HER CLUB ON "MAKING A SLIPPER CHAIR", FREEZING FOOD 
PROPERLY", "DRAPERIES", "RUG MAKING", "BURLAP FLOWERS", "BROILER MEALS", " FUNERAL 
ARRANGEMENTS" AND MANY OTHERS. SHE WAS A 4-H SEWING LEADER IN 1937- 

I ASKED KATHERINE TO TELL ME ABOUT HER LIFE GROWING UP.. .AS A GIRL. SHE CAME TO WYO. 

IN 1914 WITH HSR gABBNTS. SHE ATTENDED SCHOOL IN DOUGLAS AND GRADUATED FROM THERE. 
RECEIVED HER A.B, DEGREE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA IN 1929. SHE TAUGHT SCHOOL 
FOUR YEARS...ONE IN TORRINGTON, WYO. AND THREE YEARS IN LOST SPRINGS, WYO, 

HER FATHER WAS A GAME WARDEN AND HER MOTHER WORKED IN THE GOLDNE RULE STORE AND A 
MERCANTILE STORE. HER MOTHER WAS A GOOD SEAMSTRESS. SHE THOUGHT THE ECONOMIC FACTORS 
OF THE TIME DID NOT AFFECT HER. SHE SAID, " I GUESS WE WERE POOR BUT HER FAMILY MADE HER 
LIFE REWARDING. NO ONE HAD MUCH MONEY. SHE BELONGED TO JOB"S DAUGHTERS, GIRL SCOUTS AND 
THE METHODIST CHURCH...SO HAD LOTS OF FRIENDS AND ACTIVITIES. 

KATHERINE TOLD OF A SAD PART OF HER LIFE WHEN SHE WAS THREE YEARS OLD. SHE WAS 
PLAYING OUTSIDE WITH HER YEAR & HALF OLD BROTHER. HER MOTHER GAME OUT AND ASKED WHERE 
HER BROTHER WAS. THEY BEGAN TO LOOK AND FOUND HIM IN THE WATER TANK. HE HAD MANAGED TO 
CLIMB UP SOME BOARDS BY THE TANK AND FALLEN IN. 

SINCE THE 60"S...HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT "SEXUAL LIBERATION". INFLATION", DIVORCE", 
"FEMENISM", "VILOENCE & CRIME"? SHE FEELS SEX IS TO PROMISCUSIS, TOO FREE AND DOESN'T 
BELIEVE IN DIVORCE,.SHE SAID, "IT DOES NOT HELP ANYONE IN THE LONG RUN." SHE BELIEVES 
FEMENISM HAS FREED THE WOMAN IN SOME RESPECTS BUT SHE LIKES TO BE TREATED AS A WPMAN NOT 
AS AN EQUAL TO MAN. SHE BELIEVES VIOLENCE & CRIME HAS COME A LOT FROM BROKEN HOMES. .THE 
USE OF ALCHOL AND DRUGS. 



KATHERINE NUTTALL..INTERVIEW FOR WYOMING EXTENSION HOMEMAKERS ORAL HISTORY PAGE 2 

KALHEBINE NUTTALL HAS LIVED THROUGH SOME EXTRAORDINARY TIME SINGE SHE HOHESTEADED 
NORTHWEST OF KEELINE, WYO. SHE HAD TO CARRY WATER FROM A SPRING ABOUT A QUARTER MILE FROM 
HER HOUSE. SHE MARRIED BILL NUTTALL IN 1932. HER FIRST HOME WAS A SMALL THREE ROOM HOUSE 
THAT HAD BEEN A HOMESTEAD HOUSE, THEY TRAVELED BY HORSEBACK OR BY A TEAM & WAGON. THEY 
LOVED TO SQUARE DANCE AND BELONGED TO THE LANCE CREEK SQUARE DANCE CLUB FOR OVER THIRTY YEARS. 
SHE DONNED HER BONNET AND PIONEER DRESS AND WAS A LEADING MEMBER OF THE "LEGEND OF THE 
RAWHIDE" EVERY YEAR FOR THIRTY YEARS. WHEN THE BICENTINNAL BROAD CASTING CORPORATION 
FILMED A BECENTINNIAL, PARTS OF KATHERINES LIFE WERE USED. SHE HAS BEEN HOSTESS TO THE 
"SCHOOL OF WEBB", CsAREMONT, CALIFORNIA WHO CAME TO THE NUTTALL RANCH TO DIG FOR FOSSILS 
SINCE 1965 . SHE HAS ALSO HOSTED GROUPS INTERESTED IN FOSSILS FROM MITCHELL, NEBRASKA, 

AND TORRINGTON, WYOMING. SHE TOOK PART IN A DOCUMENTORY RANCH FILM OF THE MANNING RANCH 
MADE BY A FRENCH COMPANY IN I 98 O. SHE WAS CHOSEN TO HELP DEPICT PIONEER LIFE AT THE 
"FORT LARAMIE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE FESTIVAL IN 1979. 

KATHERINE WAS NEVER PRIVILEDGED TO BE A MOTHER. BUT SHE TOOK KEEN INTERESTS TO HELP 
GUIDE THE LIVES OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG FRIENDS. SHE ALWAYS URGED THEM TO GET A GOOD 
EDUCATION . SHE IS "AUNT CATHERINE" TO MANY OF HER YOUNG FRIENDS. 

CATHERINE HAS BEEN A GOOD AMBASSADOR TO FOR WYOMING AND THE MANY COMMUNITIES SHE HAS 
TOUCHED..HER LOVING HOSPITALITY. 

SHE IS NOW A SENIOR CITIZEN ..RETIRED FROM THE RANCHING AND WAY OF LIFE SHE LOVED. 

BUT SHE HAS ADAPTED HER LIFE TO HER HOME IN THE LABONTE HOTEL WHERE HER HUSBAND BILL 
AND SHE REDIDES. SHE KEEPS ACTIVE IN HER CHURCH WORK AND HELPING OTHERS. BE SURE TO 
STOP BY THE LABOBTE..ROOM 307 ..AND HAVE COFFEE AND COOKIES WITH THE NUTTALLS. 



